Memorandum

To:

Lisa Agresta, Gale Killeen, Susan Perregaux, Barb Becker and Mary Beth Ferwin

From:

Sonja Thomson, Star of the Week/Scholarship Committee Chair

sonjathomson@hotmail.com or 885-3415

RE:

Charlton Heights Student Scholarship Awards

Date:

April 7, 2008

**********************************************************************

The Charlton Heights PTA Scholarship applications have been submitted and as a member of the Star of the Week/Scholarship committee we are all in charge of reviewing the applications to determine three winners.  Here is how you can help:

· Review each application and give the applicant a score.  This year we have 14 applicants and this should not take more than a couple of hours.  I found it works best to review all 14 applications in one sitting as it allows for more consistent scoring, but by all means do what works for you.

· Next, write each score on the Master Rating Chart, you will note that the Academic Achievement Score column has already been filled in.

· By April 23rd, please return all applications along with the Master Rating Chart to my attention via backpack mail to Sydney Thomson/Ms. Donofrio.

From there, I will compile the ratings for each applicant to see if we have all agreed on the same top three scores.  Last year we were all in agreement, so I am hopeful this year will repeat.  If there should be some discrepancies, I may call on you all to gain consensus.  I hope to be able to contact the BHBL High School Main Office with the award winner’s names by April 28th.  

Thanks for your help!

Charlton Heights Student PTA Scholarship Award

History of the CHES Student Scholarship:

The scholarship was established to support a senior who is graduating from the Burnt Hills-Ballston Lake School District who also attended the Charlton Heights Elementary School.  In particular, the scholarship committee is looking for seniors who have participated in a variety of community and volunteer activities.  

Scholarship Amount:

The scholarship amount is dependent on budgetary considerations; typically 2 or 3 scholarships have been awarded averaging $200.00 per student.

Candidate Requirements:

The award winner must have attended Charlton Heights Elementary School for a minimum of two years – if the applicant has not met the criteria then he/she should be removed from the applicant pool.

Judging of Applications:

A rating tool has been developed to assist with fair, consistent and objective judging among applicants.  Therefore judges will not know the names or addresses of any of the candidates.  Each candidate will be given a candidate # to shield their identity.  There are three categories in which applicants are scored.  They will be scored on not only quantity and quality, but also of the diversity of activities in which they were involved in throughout their schooling.  Since the focus of the scholarship is on Community and Volunteer Activities, the applicant can receive up to 12 points in that category; up to 9 points in the School Activities category; and up to 9 points in the Academic Achievement category for a total of 30 points.  After each judge evaluates all the candidates they will place each candidates score on the Master Rating Chart and submit to the Committee Chair.  Typically, the Committee Chair finds that all judges are in agreement on the top three scores.  However, should there be discrepancies, then the committee members can meet to explain their opinion and gain consensus as to the top three scores.  
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Rating Tools Scoring Instructions

Use of this form should assist with the fair and objective judging of all applications. The Community and Volunteer Activities are more heavily weighted since this is the main purpose of the scholarship.  Please transfer the scores you give to each candidate onto the Master Rating Chart.  
Candidate #  ______________

Total  points: _______________
Community and Volunteer Activities (Paid or Unpaid)  ___________ points out of 12

Note:  The focus should be on unpaid service, but an applicant should not be penalized if a worthy experience was a paid position. 

9th grade   - ____ # of volunteer experiences or community service.  List names/type:

10th grade -  ____ # of volunteer experiences or community service.  List names/type:

11th grade -  ____ # of volunteer experiences or community service.  List names/type:

12th grade -  ____ # of volunteer experiences or community service.  List names/type:

0-3 points =  minimal or no involvement and interest in community or volunteer work throughout grades 9 – 12.   

4-7 points =  average involvement and interest in a variety of community and volunteer work throughout grades 9 – 12.  The applicant was involved during some, but not all grade levels in some form of community service.  

8-12 points =  outstanding and consistent involvement and interest in community and volunteer work throughout grades 9 – 12 in a variety of venues or in a targeted area.  The applicant was involved during all grade levels in some form of community service.  

School Activities Score___________ points out of 9
Note:  The focus is not on the individual’s success, but on their participation.  

9th grade   - ____ # of clubs; ____# of musical activities:  ____# of sports 

10th grade - ____ # of clubs; ____# of musical activities:  ____# of sports 

11th grade - ____ # of clubs; ____# of musical activities:  ____# of sports 

12th grade - ____ # of clubs; ____# of musical activities:  ____# of sports
0-3 points =  minimal or no involvement and interest in grades 9 – 12 in a variety of school clubs (after and in-school clubs), music, and sports.  The applicant was not involved at every grade level in either a club, musical endeavor or sport and the applicant did not demonstrate a well rounded passion across the areas. 

4-6 points =  average involvement and interest in grades 9 – 12 in a variety of school clubs (after and in-school clubs), music, and sports.  The applicant was involved during some grade levels in either a club, musical endeavor or sport and showed an interest across the categories by participating in 2 out of the 3 categories during their high school career.  

7-9 points =  outstanding and consistent involvement and interest in grades 9 – 12 in a variety of school clubs (after and in-school clubs), music, and sports.  The applicant was involved at every grade level in either a club, musical endeavor or sport and either showed a well rounded interest by participating in all categories or showed an interest in a targeted area during each grade of their high school career

Academic Achievement___________ points out of 9 

GPA:  _______

5 points = grade point average fell in the following range:  81.6 or below

7 points = grade point average fell in the following range:  88.2 – 81.7

9 points = grade point average fell in the following range:  100 –88.3
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